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and the Imam's subjects of Sunn! religion in the Tihamah who had
joined forces with the Wahhabis (Ait. 13). In one remarkable passage
of the treaty (Art. 16), the parties, in virtue of their being 'united by
the bonds of Muslim fraternity and Arab race', proclaimede that their
two peoples9 were sa single people (ummah wahidah)'; and, on this
ground, they mutually undertook each to maintain a benevolent
neutrality in the event of the other party being the victim, of external
aggression or internal disorder (Arts. 17 and 18). In the same spirit
they agreed to place at one another's disposal the services of their
respective diplomatic missions in foreign capitals (Art. 20). The terri-
torial arrangements, which were set out with great circumstantiality
(Art. 2), were such as to leave no sore feelings on the Zaydi side; for
while they definitely assigned Najran to the Sa'udi Empire, they did
not deprive the Imam of any of his original territories nor again of
those conquests that he had made at the Idrlsi's expense before the
establishment of the Sa'udi protectorate over the remnant of the
Idrisiyah principality; and the Imam even retained possession of
the Jabal 'Arw, which Ibn Sa'ud had conceded to him in 1931.1

The signature of this instrument on the 20th May, 1934, was fol-
lowed by unprecedentedly prompt measures of execution on the
Imam Yahya's part, under the menace of a possible resumption of
hostilities. The military evacuation of the 'Asm highlands was begun
before the end of May; the Idrisi Sayyid Hasan was delivered up on
the 2nd June ;2 and on the 5th June the Sa'udi Grovernment were able
to announce that he had arrived, with his suite, at the head-quarters
of the Amir Faysal Al-Sa'ud at Hudaydah, and that the evacuation
of the occupied territories in' Asir by the Zaydi forces was proceeding.
The treaty was ratified by King 'Abdul-'Aziz on the 8th June and by
the Imam on the 19th; and on the 23rd the text was published simul-
taneously at Mecca, San'a, Cairo and Damascus. On the 27th June
the Sa'udi Grovernment announced that the Zaydi evacuation of the
occupied territories in 'Asir was now complete, that the Yaman had
thus 'fulfilled all the conditions stipulated at the cessation of hostili-
ties', and that accordingly King 'Abdul-'Aziz had released all the
Yamani prisoners held by the Sa'udi forces in the Tihamah, while
those held in Najran would be released upon the liberation of the
Najrani hostages that the Zaydis had taken. On the 14th August

1  See p. 313 above.

2  The extradition of the Idnsi Sayyid was not stipulated for in the treaty
explicitly, but it was covered by the general terms of Articles 9 and 10. The
Imam, to Ms credit, showed more concern over securing an amnesty for the
* Asiri insurgents and the members of the Idrisi family, whom he was handing
over to Ibn Sa'ud, than over the safeguarding of his own interests.